CCI Sciences Subcommittee 
Approved Minutes

Monday, February 09, 2009





9:00-11:00 AM 

4187 Smith Lab

ATTENDEES: Mumy, Breitenberger, Harder, Pride, Soundarajan, Bitters, Goodman, Severtis

AGENDA:

1. Approve minutes from 1/26/09

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED- Harder, Bitters
2. Animal Sciences 200, H200 (returning)

· comments on response from FAES- 
· Applying as a GEC course in Bio; certain reservations regarding course content deficiencies, culture of understanding evolutionary theory and preparation to teach it
· Latest syllabus- no evolution; Looks like a good introductory animal science course, but not quite a Biological Science course; This course doesn’t lend itself to a biological sciences GEC tag
· Contribution of genetics and establishment of animal behavior in Week 6 seems to focus on breeding behavior, not natural selection- for students to appreciate the fundamental process of speciation, they will not get it in this course

· What evidence do they present that they do evolution in the course? They don’t teach it and they assert they do despite not explicating how; their response is nothing new
· This is a narrowly constructed course that does not need life sciences; what they say is speciation is not really speciation
· Perhaps suggest as a sequence with Bio 101 (with more evolution than 113) or 113, with 101 or 113 as a prereq- was offered as an alternative in the first procedure

· Their majors take Bio 113 anyway- so its not cumbersome to their students
· Suggested courses of action:

· (1) Send back and rework explicit topics on natural selection and evolution and its mechanisms and not just artificial selection (increasingly not evident in the syllabus and course content); a Bio GEC course has to have evolution (basic principles and theories); Create an assessment plan- have students learned anything about evolution, speciation, and other fundamental principles of Biology; can they do it? Should they do it?  Their course is part of their major and have certain content that is not Biological (fundamental Bio principles) in nature; these topics are obviously not in the course but they don’t really fit into this course
· (2) Require Bio 101 or 113 or pre-major in Animal Sciences as a prereq; if prereq change is made, then Bio 101 and this course can be a BA only sequence in Biological Sciences
REJECT as standalone GEC course (1); 
However, APPROVED WITH CONTINGENCY (as noted in 2 above)- unanimously-- Committee to provide small paragraph with Sciences Subcom comments and prerequisite suggestion; ASC Curr & Asmnt Office to send draft to J Harder, C Breitenberger & L Goodman, cc: G Mumy
3. Geography major revision (returning)

· Geography and Earth Sciences had a meeting last week to discuss their differences; ESC has concerns regarding the revisions but no specifics for this committee yet
· On hold until the differences are explicated- what concerns does this committee have regarding this?
· There might be coursework that students should be able to take in other departments and this committee would like to hear those suggestions

· ASC Curr Office to create a list of the GEC courses, new courses to the major; basically provide a focusing document on what the committee “has” to approve and what “else” is in the package to speed along the process next meeting
TABLED- plan on moving on the package next meeting
4. Sociology minor

· Adding a minor (in health), changing 2 minor names and taking some general sociology courses and tailor the courses more to the topics
· Does not add more credit hours; 101 is not a prereq for many of these; students will still 

· 511, 629 and 630 have 487 & 488 as prereqs- will check if prereqs changed

· ADDED AFTER THE MEETING: Todd Bitters: The prerequisite for Sociology 511, 629, and 630 is now listed as:  5 credit hours in Sociology at the 200 - 400 level or graduate standing
· Rationale includes having more faculty to teach these new courses; crim minor is more attractive with this tailoring and already has a huge major following
· 101 listed as elective- can a 101 fulfill a minor?  No. Take 101 off the elective list (or provide rationale for why they should keep it on there)
· More focused curriculum, good alternative for students including premed
· Minor can be attained with Soc 101 plus 20 cr hour of these courses, or 25 credits (minus 101)- must standardize the minor- some can do it in 20, some 25.  Do they really want a 20 cr hr minor with 101?
SENT BACK WITH RECOMMENDATIONS ABOVE- general sense is we were happy with the changes; unanimously approved
5. Microbiology major revision

· A 5 cr course to 2 3-cr courses---splitting the lab and lecture

· Has Microbio surveyed the students regarding this change, i.e. feedback on how this would affect majors?- Chuck Daniels in response to G Mumy’s initial concerns is starting this feedback process- Students now sit and register for 2 3-cr hour courses (rather than 1 course)
· Idea seems good- labs are so time consuming that they deserve more credit hours; similar to Organic Chem, this works fine- most students take them together

· Techniques are important in these courses

· Lab is standardized (ASM dictates what has to be covered in the course specifically in the lab) and will not vary much by quarter

· Completely segregating lab from lecture; now the lab can be taken quarters later than the lecture, which might be a substantive issue; perhaps add a 48-min lecture that goes with the lab to review what was learned in the qtr before and what the lab will cover (always provide introductory information in case students took it qtrs passed)
MOTION TO APPROVE (with recommendation above)- Harder, Breitenberger; unanimously approved
6. AEDE 205

· Syllabus class time (9:30-10:34) explanation
· Math 130 or higher as prereq (and change on syllabus)

· No GEC learning objectives in syllabus and how course meets them, no assessment plan
MOTION TO APPROVE WITH CONTINGENCIES above- unanimously approved
7. ENR 347

· Concern here is social diversity GEC
· Learning objectives/rationale: does not seem to cover enough ground in Social Diversity in GEC- specialized too much to explore a broad range of diversity

· Social diversity- how background (class, race, cultural, religious) influences life- that impact on 1 discipline/movement (environmentalism) & increase knowledge of diversity- a social diversity class should be broader than that
· Interesting topics, good ethics course

· Rural Soc 205- narrow population, but broad topics

· Could argue that religion is as important as class, race, gender to be a diversity focus
TABLED- unanimous;  Precedence that a course like this can fit in soc diversity (its scope of coverage)?
